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TAGS: PPOR, PARM,1 /9 

7?’: POSSIBLE INDIAN OCEAN REGIONAL MEETING 
REF: PORT LOUIS 793, PORT LOUIS 776 

1 . SINCE PINANCE MINISTER N.H. PERERA'S RECENT RETURN TO SRI 
LANKA, WE HAVE BEEN UNABLEUNCOVER ANY EVIDENCE THAT HIS STOP 
IN MAURITIUS WAS PRIMARILY POR PURPOSE OP PROMOTING REGIONAL 
MEETING TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST PLANS FOR DIEGO GARCIA. MINISTRY 
OP DEPENCE AND POREIGN AFPAIRS DIRECTOR POR APRICA HAS 

TOLD US PERERA HAD NO BRIEP ON THIS SUBJECT. WE BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE UNLIKELY POR PRIME MINISTER BANDARANAIKE TO ALLOW 
HER TROTSKYITE PINANCE MINISTER TO MEDDLE IN HER POREIGN AFPAIRS 
BAILIWICK, PARTICULARLY ON AN ISSUE WHICH IMPRINGES ON 
HER INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OP PEACE PRPOSAL, WITH WHICH SHE 
IS SO CLOSELY IDENTIPIED PERSONALLY. 

2. PERERA MAY HAVE BEEN PREELANCING ON THIS QUESTION IN 
MAURITIUS AS HE HAS SOMETIMES DONE HERE ON ANTI-U.S. 

ISSUES. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVEIT MORE LIEKLY HE SPENT 
MOST OP HIS TIME IN MAURITIUS TRYING TO OBTAIN 10,000 
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TONS OP SUGAR, REPORTS WHICH PRESS REPORTS HERE HAVE 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

DESCRIBED AS COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL. NO REPORT YET, HOWEVER, 

THAT EORMAL AGREEMENT EOR SUGAR, WHICH IN VERY SHORT 
SUPPLY HERE, HAS BEEN SIGNED BUT ONLY THAT MAURITIAN 
DELEGATION HAS BEEN INVITED TO COLOMBO TO DISCUSS 
MATTER. 

VAN HOT.LEN 
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